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SUPPLEMENTARY FIGURE 4 | SynCom inoculation differentially affects seedling emergence timing and reproductive stages of maize. (A–C) Daily counting of emerged
seedlings for DKB177 (A), SX7341 (B), and P3707VYH (C) revealed that hybrids differentially responded to SynCom inoculation. (D,E) The onset of reproductive stages, anthesis (D)
and silking (E), were remarkably delayed in DS, showing no significant impact of SynCom inoculation. (F,G) Percentage of flowering and flowerless plants at anthesis (F) and
silking (G) for inoculated and uninoculated DKB177, SX7341, and P3707VYH under the WW and DS regimes. The lack of flowers increased under DS for DKB177 (anthesis and
silking) as well as for P3707VYH (silking). Values expressed as the mean ± SEM (A–C) and mean ± SD (D,E). n ≥ 7 plants per treatment. WW, well watering; DS, drought stress;
DAS, days after sowing; SEM, standard error of the mean; SD, standard deviation. *P ≤ 0.05, **P ≤ 0.01, and ***P ≤ 0.001.
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