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SUPPLEMENTARY FIGURE 5 | SynCom differentially impacts yield-related parameters and plant biomass of
commercial hybrids of maize under DS conditions. (A) DS-treated inoculated DKB177 and P3707VYH plants had
increases of 64 and 54% in ear diameter, respectively, compared to control plants. SX7341 also tended to have
an increased ear diameter. (B) Under DS, DKB177 and P3707VYH were found to be positively affected with
increases of 35 and 36% in ear diameter, respectively, when inoculated. (C) No significant difference was found in
the biomass of mature plants caused by SynCom, although aerial biomass tended to be higher in WW-treated
plants and lower in DS-treated inoculated plants. The main results are shown in Figure 2. WW, well watering; DS,
drought stress. *P ≤ 0.05, **P ≤ 0.01, and *** P ≤ 0.001.
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