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Materials: Non-interactive sketches of a tool that communicates 
personalized cancer statistics from the NCR

Study 1: Focus groups

Authors: Vromans et al. 
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• Sketches example 1: breast cancer
• Survival statistic: Favorable

• Sketches example 2: breast cancer
• Survival statistic: Less favorable



Sketches breast cancer example 1
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• Survival statistic: Favorable
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. 

The generic statistics apply to a group of 
patients. These cannot relate to your 
personal situation.

It is also possible to receive statistics 
based on a relevant group of patients. 
These statistics may better relate to your 
situation. You may enter characteristics 
like year of birth, tumor stage, or time 
since diagnosis, in order to receive 
tailored statistics. However, your 
prognosis may still be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this group. Please 
discuss your prognosis with your doctor.

Would you like to see generic or 
personalized statistics? 
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Translation:
Personal data
What is your gender? (female)
What is your year of birth? (1948)
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Translation:
Disease-related data
Year of diagnosis? (2016)
Tumor stage? (Stage II)
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Translation:
Disease-related data
Year of diagnosis? (2016)
Tumor stage? (I don’t know)
Did the cancer spread to other parts of 
your body? (yes, no, I don’t know)
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. Overall, 
breast cancer survival rates have been 
improving in recent decades.

Personalized statistic
U entered the following data:

5 years after diagnosis, about 82 
percent of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer are still alive (82 out of 
100 women). This statistic is based on 
patients like you. 

Your prognosis may be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this specific group 
of patients. Please discuss your 
prognosis with your doctor.
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. Overall, 
breast cancer survival rates have been 
improving in recent decades.

Personalized statistic
U entered the following data:

5 years after diagnosis, about 82 
percent of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer are still alive (82 out of 
100 women). This statistic is based on 
patients like you. 

Your prognosis may be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this specific group 
of patients. Please discuss your 
prognosis with your doctor.

Survival statistics typically improve the 
longer a patient survives. Of those 
patients like you who were still alive 2 
years after diagnosis, the chance that 
they would still be alive 5 years after 
diagnosis increased from 82 percent to 
90 percent (90 out of 100 women).



Sketches breast cancer example 2
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• Survival statistic: Less favorable
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. 

The generic statistics apply to a group of 
patients. These cannot relate to your 
personal situation.

It is also possible to receive statistics 
based on a relevant group of patients. 
These statistics may better relate to your 
situation. You may enter characteristics 
like year of birth, tumor stage, or time 
since diagnosis, in order to receive 
tailored statistics. However, your 
prognosis may still be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this group. Please 
discuss your prognosis with your doctor.

Would you like to see generic or 
personalized statistics? 
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Translation:
Personal data
What is your gender? (female)
What is your year of birth? (1960)
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Translation:
Disease-related data
Year of diagnosis? (2016)
Tumor stage? (I don’t know)
Did the cancer spread to other parts of 
your body? (yes)
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. Overall, 
breast cancer survival rates have been 
improving in recent decades.

Personalized statistic
U entered the following data:

5 years after diagnosis, about 44 
percent of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer are still alive (44 out of 
100 women). This statistic is based on 
patients like you. 

Your prognosis may be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this specific group 
of patients. Please discuss your 
prognosis with your doctor.
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. Overall, 
breast cancer survival rates have been 
improving in recent decades.
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Translation:
With survival we mean the percentage 
of people with cancer still alive after a 
particular amount of time. Overall, 
breast cancer survival rates have been 
improving in recent decades.

Personalized statistic
U entered the following data:

5 years after diagnosis, about 82 
percent of women diagnosed with 
breast cancer are still alive (82 out of 
100 women). This statistic is based on 
patients like you. 

Your prognosis may be better or worse 
than the prognosis of this specific group 
of patients. Please discuss your 
prognosis with your doctor.

Survival statistics typically improve the 
longer a patient survives. Of those 
patients like you who were still alive 2 
years after diagnosis, the chance that 
they would still be alive 5 years after 
diagnosis increased from 44 percent to 
60 percent (60 out of 100 women).


