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eTable 1: Description of databases and specific data elements used in analysis 
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Database Description Data Elements Quality 

Ontario Drug 
Benefit (ODB) 
Database 

Dispensing records for all 
prescription drugs 
reimbursed by the 
Ontario Drug Benefit 
(ODB) program in Ontario  

DIN (drug identification 
number), dispensing date, 
total amount reimbursed by 
the ODB, deductible, 
dispensing fee, cost 
upcharge 

A study of the reliability of 
this database estimates an 
rror rate<1%1 

Registered 
Persons Database 

Demographic information 
related to anyone who 
has ever received an 
Ontario health card Age, sex 

Data is received directly 
from the Ministry of Health, 
and therefore is highly 
accurate 

IQVIA Solutions 
Drug Information 
File 

Information on drugs 
used in Canada since 
1990 

DIN, generic drug name, 
subclass name, 
Pharmacology Classification 
Group (PCG) 

This data file is generated by 
combining data from IQVIA 
Solutions Canada Inc, and 
the ODB database (described 
above).  IQVIA's file is 
created by contacting drug 
manufacturers and review of 
current and historic drug 
formularies from 1990 
onwards 
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