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Table S2: Respondent’s characteristics associated with reporting an economically active
VH

VH eco.
active
(1)

VH eco.
active
(2)

VH eco.
active
(3)

VH eco.
active
(4)

VH eco.
active
(5)

Male 0.061∗∗∗ 0.060∗∗∗ 0.060∗∗∗ 0.059∗∗∗ 0.059∗∗∗
(0.021) (0.021) (0.021) (0.021) (0.021)

Age 35-45 0.051∗ 0.049∗ 0.049 0.047 0.047
(0.030) (0.030) (0.030) (0.030) (0.030)

Age 45-55 0.071∗∗ 0.069∗∗ 0.070∗∗ 0.069∗∗ 0.070∗∗
(0.032) (0.032) (0.032) (0.032) (0.032)

Age 55-65 0.018 0.014 0.016 0.014 0.015
(0.035) (0.035) (0.035) (0.035) (0.035)

Age 65+ -0.009 -0.010 -0.010 -0.014 -0.014
(0.035) (0.035) (0.035) (0.035) (0.035)

Finished standard 0.030 0.029 0.030 0.030 0.030
(0.031) (0.031) (0.031) (0.031) (0.031)

Finished Form and above -0.030 -0.031 -0.029 -0.028 -0.027
(0.040) (0.040) (0.040) (0.040) (0.040)

Balaka -0.130∗∗∗ -0.131∗∗∗ -0.127∗∗∗ -0.128∗∗∗ -0.112∗
(0.025) (0.025) (0.042) (0.025) (0.060)

Rumphi -0.084∗∗∗ -0.082∗∗∗ -0.033 -0.077∗∗∗ -0.044
(0.024) (0.024) (0.041) (0.024) (0.064)

Time (in days) -0.001 0.000 0.002 0.004
(0.001) (0.001) (0.002) (0.004)

Balaka x time -0.000 -0.002
(0.001) (0.005)

Rumphi x time -0.002 -0.002
(0.001) (0.005)

Period post election 0.197∗∗∗ 0.131
(0.055) (0.104)

Period post election x time -0.007∗∗∗ -0.006
(0.002) (0.004)

Period post election x Balaka 0.042
(0.145)

Period post election x Rumphi 0.118
(0.135)

Period post election x Balaka x time 0.000
(0.006)

Period post election x Rumphi x time -0.002
(0.006)

Observations 2041 2039 2039 2039 2039

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗

p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). We define a VH as being “economically active” if he has instructed respondents
to creating a village fund for emergency purposes or redistribute resources (food, money, medical supplies) to
the most vulnerable members of the village community. The reference region is Mchinji and respondents coming
from other districts were dropped. Post-election period was set to June 23 onwards.
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Table S3: Respondent’s characteristics associated with reporting a socially active VH

VH soc.
active
(1)

VH soc,
active
(2)

VH soc.
active
(3)

VH soc.
active
(4)

VH soc.
active
(5)

Male 0.041∗∗ 0.042∗∗∗ 0.042∗∗∗ 0.041∗∗ 0.041∗∗
(0.016) (0.016) (0.016) (0.016) (0.016)

Age 35-45 -0.003 -0.001 -0.001 -0.001 -0.002
(0.024) (0.024) (0.024) (0.024) (0.024)

Age 45-55 0.009 0.011 0.011 0.012 0.011
(0.024) (0.024) (0.025) (0.024) (0.024)

Age 55-65 -0.019 -0.013 -0.013 -0.012 -0.015
(0.028) (0.028) (0.028) (0.028) (0.028)

Age 65+ -0.054∗ -0.051∗ -0.051∗ -0.052∗ -0.053∗
(0.030) (0.030) (0.030) (0.030) (0.030)

Finished standard 0.028 0.029 0.032 0.029 0.027
(0.026) (0.026) (0.026) (0.026) (0.026)

Finished Form and above 0.003 0.005 0.009 0.005 0.003
(0.033) (0.033) (0.033) (0.033) (0.033)

Balaka 0.041∗∗ 0.044∗∗ 0.079∗∗ 0.045∗∗ 0.018
(0.019) (0.019) (0.035) (0.019) (0.053)

Rumphi 0.033∗ 0.028 0.048 0.030 0.024
(0.018) (0.018) (0.034) (0.018) (0.053)

Time (in days) 0.001∗∗∗ 0.002∗∗∗ 0.003∗∗ 0.002
(0.000) (0.001) (0.002) (0.003)

Balaka x time -0.002 0.005
(0.001) (0.004)

Rumphi x time -0.001 -0.000
(0.001) (0.004)

Period post election 0.044 -0.082
(0.042) (0.075)

Period post election x time -0.003 0.002
(0.002) (0.003)

Period post election x Balaka 0.195∗
(0.108)

Period post election x Rumphi 0.188∗
(0.100)

Period post election x Balaka x time -0.010∗∗
(0.005)

Period post election x Rumphi x time -0.005
(0.004)

Observations 2041 2039 2039 2039 2039

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗

p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). We define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed respondents to
cancel village meetings, keep distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or stopping
recreational activities, such as soccer on the playground. The reference region is Mchinji and respondents
coming from other districts were dropped. Post-election period was set to June 23 onwards.
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Table S4: Associations between village head’s (VH) characteristics and occurrence of negative
economic shocks between 2008 and 2010

Active VH
socially
(1)

economically
(2)

socially
(3)

economically
(4)

Average number of negative shocks in village 0.053∗ -0.009
(0.031) (0.037)

Average number of negative global shocks in village 0.079∗∗ 0.061
(0.032) (0.039)

Observations 2084 2084 2084 2084

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗

p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64,
65-90) and education (dichotomous variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and
above"), and include region and time (in days) fixed-effects. We define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed
respondents to cancel village meetings, keep distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or stopping
recreational activities, such as soccer on the playground. We define a VH as being “economically active” if he has instructed
respondents to creating a village fund for emergency purposes or redistribute resources (food, money, medical supplies)
to the most vulnerable members of the village community. “Average number of negative shocks in village (2010)” is the
average number of economic shocks reported by individuals over the period 2008-2010. “Average number of negative global
shocks in village (2010)” restrict the economic shocks reported by individuals to have affected other households in the
community, and not just respondents’. Analysis is restricted to villages with at least 5 observations (5 respondents).

Table S5: Associations between village head’s (VH) characteristics
and actions taken to reduce risks of infection

At least 1
low cost
actions
(1)

All
low costs
actions
(2)

At least 1
high cost
actions
(3)

All
high costs
actions
(4)

VH socially active 0.047∗∗∗ 0.175∗∗∗ 0.097∗∗∗ 0.107∗∗∗
(0.013) (0.029) (0.024) (0.032)

VH economically active 0.007 0.059∗∗∗ 0.006 0.018
(0.004) (0.019) (0.018) (0.025)

Observations 2132 2130 2132 2132

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors re-
ported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control
for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and ed-
ucation (dichotomous variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and
"finished form and above"), and include region and time (in days) fixed-effects. We
define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed respondents to cancel village
meetings, keep distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or
stopping recreational activities, such as soccer on the playground. We define a VH
as being “economically active” if he has instructed respondents to creating a village
fund for emergency purposes or redistribute resources (food, money, medical supplies)
to the most vulnerable members of the village community. “Low cost actions” include
washing hands, avoiding close contact and avoiding shaking hands. “High cost actions”
include staying at home and decreasing time spent with persons not living in the same
household.
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Table S6: Associations between village head’s (VH) characteristics and worries about health care access

Worries about health care access

Malaria
(1)

HIV testing
(2)

Pre/post-natal
(3)

Vaccine
(4)

Contraception
(5)

NCDs
(6)

ART
(7)

VH socially active 0.069∗∗ 0.018 -0.007 0.042 0.034 0.020 0.049
(0.031) (0.031) (0.034) (0.032) (0.033) (0.031) (0.031)

VH economically active -0.004 -0.055∗∗ -0.079∗∗∗ -0.084∗∗∗ -0.048∗ -0.018 -0.023
(0.026) (0.024) (0.026) (0.025) (0.026) (0.025) (0.025)

Observations 2129 2127 1875 1991 1856 2096 2006

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05,
∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education
(dichotomous variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), an include region and time
(in days) fixed-effects. We define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed respondents to cancel village meetings, keep
distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or stopping recreational activities, such as soccer on the playground.
We define a VH as being “economically active” if he has instructed respondents to creating a village fund for emergency purposes or
redistribute resources (food, money, medical supplies) to the most vulnerable members of the village community. “NCDs” stands for
non-communicable diseases. “ART” stands for antiretroviral treatment.

Table S7: Associations between trust towards institutions and worries about health care access

Worries about health care access

Malaria
(1)

HIV testing
(2)

Pre/post-natal
(3)

Vaccine
(4)

Contraception
(5)

NCDs
(6)

ART
(7)

Government untruthful -0.029 -0.060∗ -0.057 -0.056 -0.064∗ -0.048 -0.020
(0.035) (0.035) (0.037) (0.037) (0.037) (0.036) (0.036)

Government truthful -0.086∗∗∗ -0.077∗∗ -0.079∗∗ -0.101∗∗∗ -0.064∗∗ -0.081∗∗∗ -0.068∗∗
(0.029) (0.030) (0.031) (0.031) (0.032) (0.030) (0.031)

Observations 2127 2125 1873 1989 1854 2094 2004

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01).
All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education (dichotomous variables
for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), and include region and time (in days) fixed-effects.
“Government untruthful” combines those who consider the government very untruthful and somewhat untruthful. “Government truthful”
combines those who consider the government very truthful and somewhat truthful. The reference category represents those who consider
the government to be neither truthful nor untruthful. “NCDs” stands for non-communicable diseases. “ART” stands for antiretroviral
treatment.

Table S8: Associations between trust towards institutions (government) and social distancing measures

Social distancing

Action
score
(1)

Face
masks
(2)

Decreased
time
(3)

Avoided
contact
(4)

Stayed at
home
(5)

Washed
hands
(6)

Avoided
sh. hands

(7)
Prayed
(8)

Government untruthful -0.217∗∗ -0.078∗∗ -0.069∗∗ -0.035 -0.066∗∗ -0.046∗∗∗ -0.027 -0.106∗∗∗
(0.087) (0.032) (0.034) (0.023) (0.031) (0.016) (0.022) (0.032)

Government truthful 0.054 0.016 0.049∗ 0.030∗ -0.036 -0.030∗∗ 0.018 -0.085∗∗∗
(0.068) (0.027) (0.028) (0.018) (0.026) (0.013) (0.018) (0.026)

Observations 2125 2129 2129 2129 2129 2128 2128 2129

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗

p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education (dichotomous
variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), and include region and time (in days) fixed-
effects. “Government untruthful” combines those who consider the government very untruthful and somewhat untruthful. “Government
truthful” combines those who consider the government very truthful and somewhat truthful. The reference category represents those
who consider the government to be neither truthful nor untruthful. “Action score” (ranging from 0 to 6) represents the number of
appropriate actions taken by respondents to reduce the risk of infections such as washed hands, avoided close contacts, stayed at home,
covered mouth/nose, avoided shaking hands and coughed in elbow are considered as appropriate actions.
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Table S9: Associations between trust towards institutions (healthcare workers - HW) and social
distancing measures

Social distancing

Action
score
(1)

Face
masks
(2)

Decrease
time
(3)

Avoided
contact
(4)

Stayed at
home
(5)

Washed
hands
(6)

Avoided
sh. hands

(7)
Prayers
(8)

Distrust in HW -0.433∗∗∗ -0.073 -0.079∗ -0.066∗∗ -0.090∗∗ -0.054∗∗ -0.110∗∗∗ 0.039
(0.122) (0.045) (0.046) (0.033) (0.042) (0.027) (0.029) (0.045)

Trust in HW -0.068 0.058∗ -0.027 -0.009 -0.086∗∗∗ -0.016 -0.053∗∗∗ 0.025
(0.070) (0.031) (0.031) (0.020) (0.028) (0.016) (0.016) (0.033)

Observations 2126 2130 2130 2130 2130 2129 2129 2130

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗

p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90)
and education (dichotomous variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above")
and include region and time (in days) fixed-effects. “Distrust in HW” combines those who strongly distrust and those
who somewhat distrust HW. “Trust in HW” combines those who strongly trust and those who somewhat trust HW. The
reference category represents those who neither trust nor distrust. “Action score” (ranging from 0 to 6) represents the
number of appropriate actions taken by respondents to reduce the risk of infections such as washed hands, avoided close
contacts, stayed at home, covered mouth/nose, avoided shaking hands and coughed in elbow are considered as appropriate
actions.

Table S10: Association between village head’s (VH) characteristics and trust to-
wards institutions - linear specification

Trust in
HW
(1)

Trust in
HW
(2)

Trust in
HW
(3)

Gvt
truthful

(4)

Gvt
truthful

(5)

Gvt
truthful

(6)

VH socially active 0.138∗∗∗ 0.138∗∗∗ 0.180∗∗∗ 0.173∗∗∗
(0.043) (0.043) (0.053) (0.054)

VH economically active 0.021 0.002 0.056 0.031
(0.029) (0.030) (0.040) (0.040)

Observations 2130 2130 2130 2129 2129 2129

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses
(∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables
for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education (dichotomous variables for "never attended
school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), and include region and time (in days)
fixed-effects. We define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed respondents to cancel village
meetings, keep distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or stopping recreational
activities, such as soccer on the playground. We define a VH as being “economically active” if he has
instructed respondents to creating a village fund for emergency purposes or redistribute resources (food,
money, medical supplies) to the most vulnerable members of the village community. “HW” stands for
health care workers. Outcome variables take three possible values: 0 (very untruthful or somewhat
untruthful/strongly distrust or somewhat distrust), 1 (neither truthful nor untruthful/neither trust nor
distrust) and 2 (very truthful or somewhat truthful/strongly trust or somewhat trust).
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Table S11: Association between village head’s (VH) characteristics and trust to-
wards institutions - ordered logit specification

Trust in
HW
(1)

Trust in
HW
(2)

Trust in
HW
(3)

Gvt
truthful

(4)

Gvt
truthful

(5)

Gvt
truthful

(6)

VH socially active 0.587∗∗∗ 0.577∗∗∗ 0.439∗∗∗ 0.414∗∗∗
(0.158) (0.160) (0.131) (0.133)

VH economically active 0.135 0.052 0.175 0.116
(0.138) (0.141) (0.107) (0.109)

Observations 2130 2130 2130 2129 2129 2129

Note: Estimates are derived from ordered logit regressions with robust standard errors reported in
parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous
variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education (dichotomous variables for "never
attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), and include region and time (in
days) fixed-effects. We define a VH as being “socially active” if he has instructed respondents to cancel
village meetings, keep distance from other people while fetching water, stop public works or stopping
recreational activities, such as soccer on the playground. We define a VH as being “economically active” if
he has instructed respondents to creating a village fund for emergency purposes or redistribute resources
(food, money, medical supplies) to the most vulnerable members of the village community. “HW” stands
for health care workers. Outcome variables take three possible values: 0 (very untruthful or somewhat
untruthful/strongly distrust or somewhat distrust), 1 (neither truthful nor untruthful/neither trust nor
distrust) and 2 (very truthful or somewhat truthful/strongly trust or somewhat trust).

Table S12: Associations between sources of information and social distancing measures

Wear
face masks

(1)

HH owns
face masks

(2)

RR
score
(3)

Action
score
(4)

Wear
face masks

(5)

HH owns
face masks

(6)

RR
score
(7)

Action
score
(8)

Local source 0.032 0.029 0.134∗∗∗ 0.235∗∗∗
(0.025) (0.024) (0.049) (0.068)

National source 0.032 0.040∗ 0.077 0.167∗∗
(0.024) (0.023) (0.049) (0.066)

Observations 2132 2133 2128 2129 2132 2133 2128 2129

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05,
∗∗∗ p < 0.01). All regressions control for sex, age (dichotomous variables for age 19-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65-90) and education
(dichotomous variables for "never attended school", "finished standard" and "finished form and above"), and include region
and time (in days) fixed-effects. “HH” stands for household. “Reduce risk score” (“RR” score) (ranging from 0 to 7) represents
the number of appropriate strategies known to respondents that can help reduce the risk of infection such as washing hands,
avoiding close contact, covering mouth/nose, avoiding shaking hands, coughing in elbow, not using herbs and not praying are
considering as appropriate behaviors that can help reduce the risk of infection. “Action score” (ranging from 0 to 6) represents
the number of appropriate actions taken by respondents to reduce the risk of infections such as washed hands, avoided close
contacts, stayed at home, covered mouth/nose, avoided shaking hands and coughed in elbow considered as appropriate actions.
Respondents were asked to name the three most important sources of information they use to keep updated about Covid-19.
“Local source” is a dichotomous variable with a value of 1 if the respondent admitted that local health personnel, traditional
healers, community leaders and/or religious leaders was/were one of the three most important sources of information. “National
source” is a dichotomous variable with a value of 1 if the respondent admitted that government, newspaper, radio, TV and/or the
Internet was/were one of the three most important sources of information.

42



Table S13: Characteristics of the participants in our Covid-19 phone survey
in Malawi

Found and
verified
(1)

Found and
verified
(2)

Completed
survey
(3)

Completed
survey
(4)

Male 0.030∗ 0.019 0.031∗ 0.020
(0.016) (0.017) (0.016) (0.017)

Age 35-45 -0.015 -0.010 -0.019 -0.015
(0.025) (0.025) (0.025) (0.025)

Age 45-55 -0.035 -0.003 -0.037 -0.007
(0.025) (0.027) (0.025) (0.027)

Age 55-65 -0.086∗∗∗ -0.057∗ -0.086∗∗∗ -0.059∗
(0.028) (0.030) (0.028) (0.031)

Age 65+ -0.240∗∗∗ -0.202∗∗∗ -0.246∗∗∗ -0.210∗∗∗
(0.029) (0.031) (0.029) (0.031)

Finished standard 0.099∗∗∗ 0.096∗∗∗
(0.027) (0.027)

Finished Form and above 0.112∗∗∗ 0.106∗∗∗
(0.035) (0.035)

Balaka -0.055∗∗ -0.063∗∗∗
(0.022) (0.022)

Rumphi 0.007 0.005
(0.020) (0.020)

Other region -0.010 -0.016
(0.041) (0.041)

Observations 3172 2980 3172 2980

Note: Estimates are derived from linear regressions with robust standard errors reported in
parentheses (∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗ p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01). The target sample for our Covid-19 phone
survey was equal to 3,172 respondents, out of which 2,277 were found and identified (71.8%)
and 2,262 successfully completed our survey (71.3%). The outcome variable in columns 1 and
2 is a dichotomous variable that takes the value 1 if the MLSFH respondent has been reached
by phone and their identity verified by our surveyors. The outcome variable in columns 3
and 4 is a dichotomous variable that takes the value 1 if the MLSFH respondent successfully
completed the phone survey. The reference category is a female aged below 35 years old who
never attended school and lives in Mchinji.
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