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eMethods. COMBAT-MS Observational Drug Trial

The COMBAT-MS observational drug trial is a nationwide Swedish observational
drug trial aiming to compare the safety and effectiveness of all disease modifying
therapies (DMTs) used to treat MS in clinical praxis, and aimed to enroll all MS
patients starting a new DMT between 2011 to 2018 at a Swedish University clinic,
with prospective data capture through 2021. The data contain detailed demographic
and disease-specific information, including MS onset date, disease course, DMT
exposure (date and dose of all infusions), and Expanded Disability Status Scale
(EDSS) scores. COVID-19 information (date of symptom onset, polymerase chain
reaction [PCR] testing, hospitalization, intensive care unit [ICU] admission,
ventilation, and death) has been collected since March 2020. Aside from information
on death, which was based on linkage with the Swedish Cause of Death Register, all

Covid-19 related outcomes were reported by the patient to their neurologist.

Characteristics, were compared between hospitalized and ‘mild’ cases of COVID-19,
not requiring hospitalization, using the Pearson’s y? or Fisher’s exact test for

categorical variables, and the student’s t-test or Mann-Whitney U-test for continuous
variables. The level of statistical significance was determined a priori as < 0.05. This

report follows the STROBE reporting guidelines.
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