Worksheet Part 2: Comparison of the Preprint and Final Versions of the Article

Compare the preprint version of the article and the final version. Analyze the introduction,
results, and discussion sections only (not the materials and methods, references, etc). It will be
easiest to make the comparison 3-4 sentences at a time. Note all important changes in the table
below. How can you tell if a change is important?

What’s not important:

Changes in grammar, sentence structure, abbreviations, capitalization, or wording
that do not affect the meaning

Changes in the numbering of figure (ie what used to be Figure 2 is now Figure 3)
Changes to the references (may be important, but we won’t deal with them now)
Movement of text or figures to now be part of the supplemental information

Other changes are important, and you should note the following about them in the table below
(add additional rows to the table as needed):

What type of change was it?

An addition
A change in information
A deletion

What portion of the paper did it affect?

Background information in the introduction

The data/results from experiments that this group performed

Statistical tests or validation

How the data is interpreted/what the data is stated to mean

Conclusions that are drawn about what the data means or why it is important

If you find at least 5 significant examples of one type of change (ie 5 changes
to the background information, 5 changes to the data or results), you can
stop finding additional examples for that type of change. Your work does not
need to be exhaustive.

If you are not sure whether a particular type of change is important or not, please ask!!
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