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SARS-CoV-2 sequencing, analysis, and open sharing have played a crucial role in a number of 

developments during the pandemic. The authors have identified a need for a fit-for-purpose, open-

source SARS-CoV-2 contextual data specification. They incorporates existing community standards with 

an emphasis on SARS-CoV-2 public health needs and ensuring privacy while maximizing information 

content and interoperability across datasets and databases to better enable analyses to fight COVID-19. 

The research is very important both for theoretical studies and clinical therapy of COVID-19. To facilitate 

timely access of research community to this package, I strongly recommend its publication as it is. 
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report to the authors and, if the manuscript is accepted for publication, my named report including any 

attachments I upload will be posted on the website along with the authors' responses. I agree for my 

report to be made available under an Open Access Creative Commons CC-BY license 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). I understand that any comments which I do not wish to 

be included in my named report can be included as confidential comments to the editors, which will not 

be published. 

Choose an item. 

To further support our reviewers, we have joined with Publons, where you can gain additional credit to 

further highlight your hard work (see: https://publons.com/journal/530/gigascience). On publication of 
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