
Supplemental file 2 

 

 

Figure 1 - Example of a case-scenario 
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Figure 2 - Judgment on health benefits 

 

 

 

Figure 3 - Selection of ranges for judgments of Small and Moderate 
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Example of calculation of DTs based on survey data 

In the examples shown in Figures 2 and 3 we assumed that, after having evaluated a given case-

scenario (ARD of 44 events fewer per 1000 on an outcome valued 0.8), a survey participant rated 

the hypothetical ranges of ARD for judgments of 'Small' and 'Moderate' of from 25 fewer per 

1000 to 60 fewer per 1000, and of from 61 fewer per 1000 to 90 fewer per 1000, respectively. 

We used this data to derive the ranges of ARD for judgments of 'Trivial or None' and of 'Large' 

(table below).  

boundaries of ranges described in Figure 3 

value of the outcome = 0.8 

Trivial or None Small Moderate Large 

range of values 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

range 

0  

per 1000  

24  

per 1000 

25  

per 1000  

60 

per 1000 

61 per 

1000 

90 

per 1000 

more than 90 

per 1000 

Table 1 - Ranges of sizes of effects (ARD)  

For each range of ARD, we calculated the product between range boundaries and the reduction 

in value from perfect health (1 - outcome's value) for the outcome associated. Then, we derived 

the DTs as follow: DTTrivial/Small equal to the the product calculated from the lower bound for the 
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judgment of 'Small', DTSmall/Moderate equal to average of the products calculated from the upper 

bound for the judgment of 'Small' and the lower bound for the judgment of 'Moderate', and 

DTModerate/Large equal to the smallest number larger than the mean of the products calculated from 

the upper bound for the judgment of  'Moderate'. 

product values = ARD * (1- outcome's value)) 

Trivial or None Small Moderate Large 

range of values 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

lower 

bound 

upper 

bound 

any value 

(0/1000)*0.2 

0 

(24/1000) *0.2 

0.0048 

(25 /1000) *0.2 

0.005 

(60/1000) *0.2 

0.012 

(61/1000)*0.2 

0.0122 

(90/1000)*0.2 

0.018 

bigger than (90/1000)*0.2 

>0.018 

Table 2 - Ranges of product values  

Using the data from Table 2, the DTs would result as follow: DTTrivial/Small = 0.005, DTsmall/Moderate = 

0.0121, DTModerate/Large = 0.0180001. 
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