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eMethods. Reverse Transcriptase–Polymerase Chain Reaction Testing 

 

RT-PCRs were performed by the Stanford Clinical Virology Laboratory using one of two 

comparable platforms: the Panther Fusion SARS-CoV-2 Assay (Hologic Inc., San Diego, CA, 

USA) or PerkinElmer SARS-CoV-2 Assay (Waltham, MA, USA) with cycle threshold (Ct) values 

recorded for the Orf1ab targets. Specimens underwent an RT-PCR for spike insertion-

deletion_211-214 specific for the Omicron variant (B.1.1.529, BA.1). Samples negative for this 

Omicron-specific mutation were genotyped as previously described.1  
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