
Supplementary Appendix A: Electronic
Search Strategy

PubMed

1. ((median nerve compression[tiab] or carpal tunnel syn-
drome[tiab] or carpal tunnel syndrome[mesh] or median
nerve neuropathy[tiab] or median neuropathy[tiab] or
median neuropathy[mesh] or compression neuropathy
[tiab] or entrapment neuropathy[tiab] or median nerve
entrapment[tiab] or pronator syndrome[tiab] or anterior
interosseous nerve syndrome[tiab] or proximal median
nerve entrapment[tiab] or proximal median nerve com-
pression [tiab]) and (rare[tiab] or unique[tiab] or uncom-
mon[tiab] or unfrequent�[tiab] or unusual[tiab] or
infrequent�[tiab] or less common[tiab]) and (causality
[mesh] or “carpal tunnel syndrome/etiology”[mesh:
noexp] or “median neuropathy/etiology”[mesh:noexp]
or pathogenesis[tiab] or causes[tiab] or caus�[tiab] or
cases[tiab] or case[ti]))

2. Publication date from 2000

Embase

1. ((exp carpal tunnel syndrome/ or (Median nerve com-
pression or carpal tunnel syndrome or median nerve
neuropathy or median neuropathy or compression neu-
ropathy or entrapment neuropathy or median nerve
entrapment or pronator syndrome or anterior inteross-
eous nerve syndrome).ti,ab,kw.) and (rare or unique or

uncommon or unfrequent or unusual or infrequent or less
common).ti,ab,kw. and (causality/ or carpal tunnel
syndrome/et or (pathogenesis or causes or caus� or
cases).ti,ab,kw. or case.ti.))

2. limit 1 to conference abstract status
3. 1 NOT 2
4. Publication year from 2000

Web of Science

1. (AB¼ (median nerve compression or carpal tunnel syn-
drome or median nerve neuropathy or median neuropathy
or compression neuropathy or entrapment neuropathy or
median nerve entrapment or pronator syndrome or anteri-
or interosseous nerve syndrome or proximalmedian nerve
entrapment or proximalmedian nerve compression)) AND
LANGUAGE: (English) AND DOCUMENT TYPES: (Article OR
Abstract of Published Item)

2. (AB¼ (rare or unique or uncommon or unfrequent� or
unusual� or infrequent� or less common�)) AND LAN-
GUAGE: (English) AND DOCUMENT TYPES: (Article OR
Abstract of Published Item)

3. (AB¼ (causality or etiology or pathogenesis or causes or
caus� or case�)) AND LANGUAGE: (English) AND DOCU-
MENT TYPES: (Article OR Abstract of Published Item)

4. #1 and #2 and #3, timespan 2000–2020
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