
Figure 1. CONSORT flow Diagram of the study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure legend: CONSORT flow diagram showing data on enrolment, number of patients in ATHS and CES 

group at different time points and causes of patient exclusion. ATHS: atherothrombotic stroke; CES: 

cardioembolic stroke. 

Assessed for Eligibility: 

ischemic stroke (n=342) 

- Atherothrombotic stroke group (n=148) 

- Cardioembolic stroke group (n=92) 

Invalid stroke subtypes (n=102) 

• Small-vessel occlusion (n=92) 

• Stroke of other determined etiology (n=2) 

• Stroke of undetermined etiology (n=8)  

- Atherothrombotic stroke group (n=79) 

- Cardioembolic stroke group (n=53) 

Comorbidities                                                           

(ATHS group, n=37; CES group, n=27) 

• Ongoing or recent infection  

(ATHS group, n=21; CES group, n=15) 

• history of autoimmune, inflammatory or 

cancer disease  

(ATHS group, n=12; CES group, n=9) 

• immunosuppressive and 

immunomodulatory drugs  

(ATHS group, n=1; CES group, n=0) 

• antibiotics  

(ATHS group, n=3; CES group, n=2) 

Completed CT follow-up 

- Atherothrombotic stroke group (n=18) 

- Cardioembolic stroke group (n=14) 

Invalid timing of stroke follow-up                          

(ATHS group, n=69; CES group, n=39) 

• incomplete neuroimaging follow-up  

(ATHS group, n=12; CES group, n=10) 

• wake-up stroke 

(ATHS group, n=22; CES group, n=9) 

• thrombolysis or thrombectomy 

(ATHS group, n=35; CES group, n=20) 

Impossibility to obtain informed consent  

(ATHS group, n=24; CES group, n=12) 


