
A total of 92 newly diagnosed NPC patients were 
enrolled during Nov.2014 ~ Nov.2015

Study Design and Enrollment

59 progressive NPC cases (stage Ⅲ~Ⅳ) with relative high 
risk of relapses were subjected to the follow-up study

22 cases were diagnosed at early-
stages (stage Ⅰ~Ⅱ)

CTCs were not detectable 
before treatment in 11 cases

81 cases were subjected to the analysis 
of correlation between CTC numbers and 

clinical characteristics at baseline 

13 cases did not complete three 
rounds of CTC detections at the 

predesigned time points

79 cases were subjected to the analysis of 
the variations in CTC numbers and 

distributions in a time-course manner


