
S3 Table. Scoring sheet according to New-Castle Ottawa scale 

Selection Comparability Outcome Overall score 

(9 to be full) 1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 

Representativeness 

of the exposed 

cohort 

Selection 

of the non-

exposed 

cohort 

Ascertainment 

of exposure 

Outcome of 

interest was 

not present at 

start of study 

Comparability 

of cohorts on 

the basis of 

the design or 

analysis 

Assessment 

of outcome 

Was follow-

up long 

enough for 

outcomes to 

occur 

Adequacy of 

follow-up of 

cohorts 

He, NSCLC [1] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Iyengar, NSCLC 

[2] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 0 1 8 

Sheu, NSCLC [3] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Yano, NSCLC [4] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Frost, NSCLC [5] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Gomez, NSCLC 

[6], [55] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Gray, NSCLC [7] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Hu, NSCLC [8] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Song, NSCLC [9] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Xu, NSCLC [10] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Ni, NSCLC [11] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Shang, NSCLC 

(postop) [12] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Gore, SCLC 

(extended) [13] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Xu, SCLC 

(extended) [14] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Bouman-Wammes, 

prostate [15] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Lan, prostate [16] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Ost, prostate [17] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Steuber, prostate 

[18] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Parker, prostate 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 



[19] 

Tsumura, prostate 

[20] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Giessen, colorectal 

[21] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Ruer, colorectal 

[22] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Ruo, colorectal 

[23] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Chen, esophagus 

[24] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 6 

Depypere, 

esophagus [25] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Chen, HCC [26] 1 1 1 1 2 1 0 1 8 

Pan, HCC [27] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Morino, bile duct 

[28] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Schulz, head and 

neck [29] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Falk, sarcoma [30] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Kagawa, NSCLC 

[31] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Hsu, KH, NSCLC 

[32] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Zhao Y, NSCLC 

[33] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Li H, NSCLC [34] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Gauvin, NSCLC 

[35] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Chen XR, NSCLC 

[36] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Wang, NSCLC [37] 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 6 

Yildirim, prostate 

[39] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 



Phillips, prostate 

[40] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Deek, prostate [41] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Boeri, prostate [42] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Hu, multiple [43] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Palma, 

multiple [44] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Ji X, pancreas [45] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Shao Y, pancreas 

[46] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Lan, breast [47] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Moretto, colorectal 

[48] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Li J, esophagus 

[49] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Shi Z, esophagus 

[50] 

1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Kim K, HCC [51] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Wang, HCC [38] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Li W, NPX. [52] 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 9 

Wright, oropharynx 

[53] 

1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 

Liu Y, RCC [54] 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 
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