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Only male volunteers were included in the study.

Participants were recruited if they met the following inclusion criteria: male, aged 18-60 years with a BMI of 20-30kg/m2. Key
exclusion criteria included diabetes mellitus, hypertension, hypercholesterolemia, use of GC therapy within the last 6 months,
taking medications known to impact upon GC metabolism, eGFR <60mL/min/1.73m2 and abnormal liver chemistry.

They were recruited from local advertisement and from the Oxford Biobank (reference 08/H0606/107). Only male
participants were recruited and none had significant past medical history. All participants were randomized to each
intervention arm (double blind) and there we do not believe that selection bias would have influenced the data.

East of England Cambridge East Research Ethics Committee (reference 16/EE/0550).

The sample size required to detect a 20% Gd reduction with 80% power and a type I error of 0.05 was calculated to be 13 per group. Allowing
for a potential dropout rate of 20%, 32 was the recruitment target for the study.

Two participants were excluded from the data analysis. One participant from the AZD4017 group was excluded due to <85% compliance with
study medication and one participant from the placebo-treated group was excluded for repeated failure to fast before study procedures.

The study was adequately powered with 15 participants per group and that assays on samples were analysed in duplicates or triplicates.

Participants were randomized 1:1 to treatment with AZD4017 (400mg PO twice-daily) or matching placebo, in addition to oral prednisolone
(20mg once-daily), according to an independently developed randomisation table, using blocks of four. Participants were randomized
sequentially according to their recruitment date.

This is a randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled study.




